HONORARY RANK OF THE INDIAN ARMY

Sukirtimaya Rastradeep
General Purna Chandra Thapa

Sukirtimaya Rastradeep General Purna Chandra Thapa, an
alumnus of the Nepali Military Academy was commissioned into the
Nepali Army and joined Gorakh Bahadur Battalion in December 1980.
He assumed the command of the Nepali Army as Chief of the Army
Staff on 09 September 2018.

The General has had an illustrious career with outstanding
performance on all the courses he attended. He is a graduate of
National Defence College, India and Army Command and Staff
College, Nepal. Besides holding Bachelors Degree from Tribhuwan
University (Nepal), he also holds a Masters Degree in Defense and
Strategic Studies from the University of Madras (India).

During his distinguished military career spanning over 39
years, the General has held various high profile command, staff and
instructional appointments. He has commanded an Infantry Battalion,
an Infantry Brigade and has served as General Officer Commanding,
Valley Division. Besides his important staff appointments at Army
Headquarters as Military Secretary, Director of the Directorate of
Welfare Planning, Adjutant General and Master General of Ordnance,
the General has also held the coveted appointment of the Chief of
Staff and the Chief of the General Staff from 2015 to 2017. The General
Officer's prestigious overseas appointments include Head of Mission,
Force Commander and Designated Official of United Nations
Disengagement Observer Force, Golan Heights in 2015/16. He has
also served twice in United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon in 1986
and 1989 and in United Nations Protection Force, Former Yugoslavia
in 1994/95.

The General’s one of the high profile appointment had been
the appointment of co-vice Chairman of Joint Monitoring and
Coordination Committee representing the Government of Nepal and
the Nepali Army in United Nations Mission in Nepal from 2009-2011.
General Thapa has been decorated with the prestigious
“SUKIRTIMAYA RASTRADEEP”, “SUPRABALJANASEWA SHREE",
“PRAKHYAT TRISHAKTIPATTA”, “SUPRABAL GORKHA
DAKSHINBAHU” and “PRABAL GORKHA DAKSHINBAHU" for his
meritorious service in the Army. He has earned himself a reputation
of being a determined & pragmatic commander firmly dedicated
towards his profession and institution.

In recognition of his commendable Military prowess and
immeasurable contribution to further fostering the long and friendly
association with India, the President of India is pleased to confer the
honorary rank of General of the Indian Army on General Purna Chandra
Thapa.
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